Extrahypothalamic neurohypophysial peptides in the rat central nervous system.
Vasopressin (VP) and oxytocin (OT) have been identified in a number of extrahypothalamic areas, both by immunohistochemistry and by radioimmunoassay. Because of the incomplete nature of the data available, we have conducted a survey of the VP and OT concentrations in the rat central nervous system. VP and OT were readily detectable in all areas studied. With the exception of the amygdala, OT concentrations were generally 2-4 times those of VP. The physiological function of neurohypophysial hormones in these extrahypothalamic areas is essentially unknown.